
OHPS programme of winter talks 
 

We were sorry to lose Poppy MacLachan from our Council of Management in August. Poppy 

organised the winter talks programme as well as helping with the counts at the Fishermen’s 
Museum and many other things during her time on the CoM. We thank her for her service to 
the Society. If any member who would like to volunteer for this task on please contact Anne. 
 

However I have booked the Leader of Hastings Council, Peter Chowney to come and 
talk to us on Friday 13th October at 5.30 on ‘My Hastings’. You may remember 

hearing Kevin Boorman on this last year and it seems a very good theme to invite a number 
of speakers to talk about. This event is free but please reserve a ticket as  space is limited. 

Refreshments will be available. 
 

On Saturday 2nd December at 5.30pm we will have our 

seasonal celebration with mulled wine and mince pies and a 
light-hearted Hastings and St Leonards in Pictures quiz. Tickets 

£4 members, £5 non members to include refreshments. 
 

On Saturday 13th January at 5.30pm we welcome Judie 

Wycherley to unravel the mystery of ‘Bessie’s story’ pictured 
right age about 3 by H B Boyd, then at 52 High Street. Tickets 

£4 members £5 non members to include refreshments. 
 

Ideas and offers of speakers always welcome and I am grateful to 

those who help to put the chairs away at the end of these sessions.  

Planning Matters 
 

You may be aware that there is a planning 

application in to demolish this building and 
the one to the west of it and redevelop the 
site with a large block of housing, car 

parking spaces and an art cafe. 
 

The current building which for the small 

light industrial complex of Roebuck Yard 
were carefully designed by Ralph Wood in 

the1980’s. In 1984 it was nominated for a 
Civic Trust Award. This development is 

spacious and the site open.  
The detailing of the new building reflects the original material used for the boiler house and 
chimney pictured above. This was designed by Arthur Kinder and Son, well known brewery 

architects of the time in 1897. Interestingly his son Harold, who did 
the design and supervised construction, lived in Hastings. He had 

married Florence Aylward [pictured right thanks to Hastings Library] 
a well known musician and composer in 1881.  
 

This plan will block the current  pedestrian access across the site 
from the entrance by Wellesley Court, the plans are unclear about 

the entrance further up the Bourne. None of the access points 
which are well used by people moving across the Old Town are 

Rights of Way. I am seeking user evidence to lodge an application 
with ESCC that these be made so. If you have used any of these 
and are willing to fill in an evidence form please pick one up from 

Hastings History House or ask for one by email. 
Continued on page 3. 

 


